220                                INDIA-RUBBER,
With regard to the double textures, probably not more
than 1 per cent, of the material is nowadays cold cured,
and this only because the textile material will not stand
the temperature of the dry-heat stove. Of course, before
the introduction of the latter process the double textures
had to be cold cured. The procedure generally followed
was to spread a thin coat of rubber solution on to the
lining, and then by means of smooth rollers to double this
on to the proofed cloth just nfter the latter had left the cold-
cure machine. Another method IB for the freshly-cured
surfaces from two rnachineH to be doubled together on
central rollers. Although a considerable amount of cold
curing has been done with two or three hydrocarbons as
substitutes for the) bi-sulpbide of carbon, and no complaints
have apparently been made with regard to the finished
goods, yet the proofers seem in all cases to have reverted
to the old procedure as being iu their opinion the more
satisfactory. It may be taken then that the bi-sulphide of
carbon substitute has yet to be found in its application to
the curing of waterproof cloth as well as for the dipping
process mentioned elsewhere. It lnis been said above that
the spreading machine in general use to-day is substantially
the same as patented by Hancock. In the original machine,
however, the dough roller was of iron, while to-day it is
always made of semi-vulcanite, an improvement made in
1870. Other improvement** in points of detail are the
differential pulleys by which the speed of the cloth which is
being spread can be regulated from 2 to 6 yards per
minute, and the inclusion of a roller at the end of the
machine which enables the cloth to be passed along the
steam chest at an even rate of speed, although the diameter